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GREETINGS FOR 2010!

Although this message will only reach
you in March, | have not had the
opportunity of offering New Year
greetings to many of the readers of
AMEU News and so | trust that 2010 has
started on-a good note for you all and
that it will continue that way

For me, amazingly, | find myself
close o the end of an interesting and excit-
ing term of office as AMEU President... the
count-down to handing over to a new
President during this year's convention in
Steflenbosch has begun !

[ started the New Year with mixed
feelings of excitement and disappoint-
ment.... excited that we will have new
challenges to address and policies to
finalize. but a little disappointed that we
seem not to have resolved many of the
issues that we wrestled with in 2009,

Procrastination seems to rave
been the order of the day tor many of the
problems and Important declsions that
needed to have been taken and | question
what seems to be the root cause of this
frustration, and wonder how we can
actually break the cycle
where it occurs? Is it simply
that we have umzittingly
developed a bureaucratic |
jungle curt there that cannot S
finalize matters. ., or are
there too many hidden
agendas, ... or what 7

The AMEU membe
and the municipalities them-§
selves, have to focus on .
service dellvery while attempting
to deal with funding issues, supply chain
management delays. changes in the
political environment, staff shortages and
a whole host of other issues. In spite of this
I believe we can make a difference to the
communities who rely on us. ... we
must somehow just cut through all the
red tape and deliver the goods |

Currently facing our country and
economy is the prospect of significant ongo-
ing Eskom price increases. NERSA's ruling

FROM AMEU PRESIDENT
SY GOURRAH,

of 14.8% average:...on the 24th February

is just the tip of the iceberg and {0 will res-
ultin at least a-15:33% increase o muni-
cipalities with effect from 1st July 2010
What was particularly disturbing

- during the public hearings process - were
the many wild and unsubstantiated claims
made by the media and several presenters
of " unwarranted profits made by
municipalities who Increase their own
tariffs by the same percentage or more as
that of the approved Eskom increase.”
These "accusers” pay little attention to the
many subtle conditions included in the
tariff announcerments that invariably result
in actual percentage increases substantially
above the nominal figure because of the
nature of the municipal customer mix and
the date of implementation for muni

cipal customers, Never the less, our Execut
-ive Ty to encourage members to resist
any temptation 1o simply apply the final
NERSA approved Eskom increase
percentage to their tariffs. We believe that
the change prowvides an opportunity for our
membership to take a critical look at their
awn cost structures and o implement

- increases below Eskom's,

while still balancing their
electricity budgets.

Sadly. the media and the
public all too often forget
that, unlike Eskom - that is
able tojust focus on the
prowision of an electricity
service - our municipalities
provide a wide range of
services with a large number
being classitied as soclal responsibilities.
many of which are funded oiit of the muni-
cipal electricity trading surpluses, While the
Eskom price increase provides their
centre-stage focus, the implications on
municipal finances of those items waiting
in the wings such as the backlogs we have
in electrification. deferred main-tenance.
overdue plant upgrades and the

need 1o retain an ever-dwindling
complement of staif is generally ignorved or
overlooked,  CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Power for Africa

Powartach Transiormers® range of ‘distribution transformers and miniature Substations are used in
housing developments, shopping malls as well as being supplied to local utilities. Pole-mounted and
ground-mounted transformers are used extensively in rural and remote areas. All our products are
manufacturad to meet the nesds of local conditions whilst adhering to all national and international
standards.

Johannesburg +27 11 835 1011
Cape Town +27 21 534 2681
Pretoria-+ 27 12 318 9911
Durban + 27 31 702 2861

www.pttransformers.co.za
info@ptiransformers.co.zd
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A spate of cable theft, fargeted
at the wirng in street light pales,
has taken place In Frikkie Meyer
and Herz Boulevards in Vander-

bilpark, The thieves cut the
cables at the bottormn of the pole
mairily through the inspection /
connection aperture and pull out
the wiring to the lumindire,
During 2009 this cccunmed no
less than 4 fimes and was cne of
the main causes for the poor
lighting clong the street.

FOOTNOTE

SARPA's Technical Adviser Rens
Bindemann advises that the regu-
lations required in terms of the
revised act governing the sale of
second hand goods are still in the
process of being completed.

The first regulation with regard

to the newly established Metal
Merchant Associafions that will
govem the trade in the future, was These picfures reveal in grophic detall
completed late last year. Just has "easy it is fo commit this crime, (8
However, the regulations regarding

the processes to be followed by police members regarding the act

the police also known as the has been halted for the time be-
"Police Standing Orders" still have ing, in anticipation of the new reg-  who will be responsible to manage
to be compiled. ulations being completed. these regulations in the future,
SARPA will be actively involved The police have in the mean- In the meantime, these members
in this process and it is expected time appointed dedicated mem-  are conducting regular site visits to
that it will take place around bers at each police station and @ scrap merchants in order to inform
March 2010. All the training of senior member at Provincial level,  them of the imminent changes.
Being an optimistic person. | hope that N excellent papers and new products
we will soon have transparent and PRESlDENT s and we look forward to hosting you to
open discussions with the relevant GREETINGS another outstanding AMEL gathering
stake-holders on many of these issues  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 and learning experience.
so that we can look forward to a " The AMEU also wishes all the host
year of positive change. \ ?2 cities a successful 2010 world cup and trust

.

that we will make our country proud.
May vou all enjoy a prosperous

and-exciting New Year,
God bless vou all!
s? President

AMEU NEWS MARCH 2010 131 WWW.OIMEU.C0.20

In conclusion. | extend my
personal invitation to you all to attend
the Convention in Stellenbosch
a7 - 20 September 2010

We hope you will all be
exposed to a variety of




The 2010 first-quarter
meetings of the varous
AMEU Exco. committees
met on the 10 and 111h
| February In Kernpton Park
and were generally well
aftended with important
discussions on a number of
sublects. Some of these
are highlighted below...,

Amangements are well in
hand for the Stellentosch
11 Convention and full details
11 will be circulated o all

| interested parties in fne
r nedar future, The dates are
September 27- 29th foll-
owed by an Exco meeting
on 30th,

Of special interest....
moves are well advanced
for the establishment of a
Namibia Branch of the
§ AMEU.

Concemn has been expres-
sed af the legal challenges
that has been made in
some quarers against the
use of NRS 069 -
"Engineering Contributions

27th - 29th

by Developers' and steps
are beling taken to fry 1o
cleqar this matter at minist-
enal level, Also, d meeating
will soon be held with

f Eskorn management fo

clear the confusion arsing
between the interpretation
of license conditions as
seen by local and head-
office statf. This follows from
varnious incidents when
local Eskomn staff balieve
they hawve the right of
supply to cartain potential
consurmers within a local
authority geographic area.

A Work Group will scon be
set up to study and resclve
probilems relating to
"‘asrmbedded generators’
{eften - but not only - sall
instaliations that are able 1o
feed power into the local
network) and anyone with
a special inferest in this
should contact;

Peter Fowles
033-3996-9241

074 845 0558

to deterrnine how they can
bacome involved or contri-
bute to these Important
discussions.

The Education and Training
Commiftee recorded
appreciation for Eskom's
training initiafives and the
assistance given o muni-
cipal frainees who haove
been cccommodated on
courses. Attermpts are still
being made-to assess the
shontage of skilled staff in
rmunicipal service and EDI
Holdings has offered to
assist with data from their
resedrch studies.

Remember the...

Stellenbosch Convention

September

Book now to avoid
missing out!

AMEU NEWS MARCH 2010

WWeLOMEeW, Co.2a



e EER N B

INFRASET CONCRETE POLES AND MASTS
v + &
J

Transforming -,
Communities J
Countrywide ;

% R
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Whatever your application -
electricity reticulation, railway electrification,
mine electrification, community lighting, CCTV surveillance or
telecommunications - INFRASET has the pole to do the job.

We make fully prestressed concrete poles and masts to order in configurations to suit your specific
requirements. Our poles are cast with I-Sections which makes them lighter yet extremely strong.

Atlvantages
Meets Eskom and Transnet Freight Rail specifications
+ Fully prestressed
+ [-Section casting for better weight and handling properties
+ Fire resistant
+ Termite, rot and corrosion resistant
+ Long maintenance-free lifespan
+ No vandalism or theft
+ Free-standing design for space restrictions
+ Cast in earthbar (optional)

+ Aesthetically pleasing
b u(
Tel: (011) 813-2340
SABS Email: nkhurmalo@infraset.com
R  \\eb: www.infraset.com ' N FRASE T

150 o0
THE AVENG GROUP

Supporting networks countrywide



NETWORK NEWS...

...S0 HOW SERIOUS IS THE BACKLOG?

Tzaneen is 3 town in the Eastern
part of Limpopo with a supply area
that is about 120-km east to west
and 60-km north to south.

The network feeds power to
the town and to various mines,
small-er towns, farms and other
rural Industries in the surrounding
areas and has a maximum demand
of some 110MW.

The CED network now
operates at about a 30% overload.

New connections and up-
grading of supplies was stopped in
February, 2007

Following a recent ring-
fencing exercise it has now been
established that the main trans-
formers and most of the primary
substation eguipment average
around 30 to 35 years of age

The CBD and surrounding

= areas requires the injection of
o about R111 millian to refurbish and

call that during her open- Upgrace: e IEark.
ing address the Honorable Eliza- fdveies e TaiNaE s
beth Dipuo Peters, Minister of required for refurbishment and up-

grading in the Letsitele and
Enargy, stated that sha'had adjoining areas, and B165 million s

been |nformed that the backlog necessary for rural substations and

in refurbishing the municipal netwarks.

distribution infrastructure will cost Still waiting to be addressed

some R27 billion. This figure is 5o is the electrification of new villages

large that it tends to be pushed for which anather R157 million will

to one side, glossed over, and be required.

generaily left to be sorted out A R30 million loan has been

"tomorrow'... after all, the lights approved but has not yet been

are still burning in most towns & received.

cities. So what's the concern?. .. A services contribution policy
But many readers will have Is In place but this applies to the

a greater understanding of the distribution netwoark,

severity of the situation when Some innovative steps have

they note the following Deen taken to "keep the system

going* and the local councl Is
anxious to "get back on track', but
the road ahead is clearly full of

information from Tzaneen,
knowing that similar situations
exist in many other towns and

S ; obstacles. ...
cities across the nation...... An estimated R2.2 billion in
development projects are on hold
1) 4 general view of the because of the power shortage
main strest in Tzoneen and the estimated |0ss in revenue

2+3] o of the lemparary forfeited due to lack of electricity

' Substeongs ther hiove Daen ]
crocted fo fead fha over. 58185 TO these projects has been

looded Tzonesn CBD area. PUL 3T R2milllion per month,
They are fed fram e el

PSR 1RO I8 s (The chaflenge is w0 deepen the under-
overoadedd, standing of the serfousness of the problem af
4] Aview from the site ear- a national fevel and convert this inte decisive
marked for one of the fwo and practical steps .,
shioaong mall develos- Otur AMEL President touched on this

| MEnTE DrOEOsEcs in e o, E;I:;'r Tromt page message of this newsletter,
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While the Emfuleni Local
Municipality still needs
substantial amounts of

funding to upgrade and
refurbish the electrcity

network in the Vereeniging
and Vanderbijipark areas,
their past year's +/-R40
rrillion budget made it
possible to complefte
some important projects.
In particular, the 11kV
switchgear panels in the
Chopin substaticn in
Vanderbilpark's SWE area
have been replaced and
overhead lines in the
southem agricuttural
holdings have been up-
graded ot a total cost of
just over R4-millicn.

2) A mg WHWWFMWMH

3) A major project fo install
: isnmmmmm

.  Gost of R2,19milion







