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“Although you will be reading this message A ating with Eskom by way of participating

three months into 2014, I am plea-
sed to be able to offer my sincere
greetings for the year and to express
the hope that not only has it started well
but also that it will improve and be-
come a highlight in your career,
your business and whatever act-
ivities you are engaged in.”

“Like most of you, mine has
started with a busy schedule and
I am grateful for the support 1
receive from both my colleag-
ues at work in Ekurhuleni, the
staff and colleagues in the AMEU
environment, and obviously, also my
family and friends at home.”

“And of one thing I am sure...the year
will get busier with each passing week as we
wrestle with the many challenges that face
our industry. Not the least of these is the need
to find ways of trying to assist Eskom to
keep the lights burning in what we know to
be a very difficult situation.”

“In spite of their efforts to undertake
maintenance on generators during the hotter
months we know that the increase in aircon-
ditioning load, on top of the general growth
that has taken place, has limited their ability
to take machines off the system for this
work."”

“Unfortunately this has forced them to
use peak-lopping and other emergency plant
for extended periods to assist in meeting
what is essentially ‘normal’ load. This
comes at the expense of not only the increa-
sed running costs but also the increased pos-
sibility of plant breakdown caused by opera-
ting equipment beyond their designed work
cycles, with the dire consequences that is
implicit in such an eventuality.

In the notes on our Executive commit-
tee meetings, reported elsewhere in this
newsletter, you will see that we are co-oper-
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in a work-group to try to find
ways of persuading more of our

the need to reduce non-essential loads.”
*“I know all too well that we are ac-
customed to having electricity

every day, and I know that it is diffi-
cult to change our mind-sets from
‘..it is Eskom's problem.” to one
of ‘.itis a problem that will
affect all of us sooner or later:
let's find a way now!..." but, if
we do not change and do not find
ways to assist, we may well all be
experiencing black-outs at very incon-
enient times”.

“Another matter that is also being
addressed in the various committees of the
AMEU is the shortage of technical staff in
our various utilities.”

* We know that most of our munici-
palities have to rely on consultants and
specialist contractors and other workers on
an increasing scale to keep the networks
going. Unfortunately many of our colleag-
ues do not have sufficient support staff to
check that out-sourced jobs are completed
to specification and to an acceptable qua-
lity.”
“Without adequate numbers of prop-
erly trained technical staff it is impossible
to ensure that our Councils receive value
for money under these circumstances.”
“We are working with various Govern-
ment Departments to try to address this
problem, but unfortunately it is not always
easy and outcomes are often less effective
than we would have liked.”
“There are other matters that will no
doubt keep us busy for the remainder of
the year, but in the meanwhile, I encourage

you to make... CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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¢ Designed and
manufactured in South
Africa

* Designed to operate
reliably at a high light
output over a12 to 14
hour period
It has sufficient
autonomy to cater for
up to 2 continuous
overcast or rainy days,
to continue its reliable
night operation
Integrated solar
components

¢ Theft and vandal resistant

¢ Engineered for all
geographical locations
in Africa
BEKA Schréder’s
OptiPower® electronic
system provides 40%
more light during active
night time without
increasing the solar
infrastructure
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..a note in your diaries for the next Annual
Convention. This will be held in Gallager of great benefit and look forward to wel-
Estate in Midrand from 5 - &th October

2014 and more details will be published

during the ensuing period.”

“I am sure you will find the program

coming you all there.”

“Sincere greetings,”  Cljannes Roos

PRESIDENT

NETWORK
NEWS...

NALEDI

NE OF THE BUSIEST

streets in Naledi (form-

erly Vryburg), that
carries fraffic on the Nor-
thern Cape's N14 high-
way, has recently been
up-graded with the com-
pletion of a new street
lighting installation.

This is part of an R8m
general lighting and traf-
fic light re-fit program in
the town and was design-
ed and project managed
by the Klerksdorp Branch
of Motla Consulting Engi-
neers.

The lighting design was
done according to SANS
10098 for Public Lighting.

The main road lighting
involved the installation of
more than 200 luminaires
and, in order to comply
with SANS standards, BEKA
Schréder's - LEDlume-midi
117watt LED luminaires
were chosen.

These not only main-
tain the cormrect lighting
levels for long periods and
have a modern aesthetic
appearance, they also
provide substantial energy

savings with the reduction
of luminaire loads com-
pared to the existing
250W HPS luminaires that
have been in operation
for some years.

They also have a signifi-
cantly longer lifespan than
the older fittings.

The BEKA LEDlume-midi
is designed and manu-
factured in South Africa
and takes our local envir-
onment and conditions
into account

They incorporate a
unigue thermal sensor to
monitor the temperature of
the LEDs on the printed
circuit boards. Once a
critical temperature is
reached, which could ad-
versely affect the lifetime
of the LEDs, the current is

reduced to ensure a safe
operating temperature.

This ensures optimum
operating conditions for
the components and en-
sures that the LED's reach
their designed lifespan in
excess of 50 000 hours.

A second contract in-
volved the replacement of
old incandescent and ha-
logen fittings in the munici-

pal buildings with new CFL,

15 and LED technology
which also resulted in
huge energy savings.

A third contract was for
the retrofit of new LED
based traffic signals on
ten of the town's intersec-
tions which has increased
reliability and reduced
energy consumption.

The project was funded

LEDlume-midi ‘Luminaires’
illuminate Naledi's main
street

by the DoE and the total
demand reduction will
amount to about 150kVA
and result in energy saving
of some 50 000kWh per
month, translating to cost
saving of the order of
RO,4m per annum for the
municipality.

For more information

on the project, contact:
Chris Lombard of Motla
Consulting Engineers at
018-474-9000 or
ChrisL@motla.co.za or
Leon Dekker of

BEKA Schréder at

011 238 0028 or
|.dekker@beka-schreder.co.za

Consulting Engineering ¢ Electrical/Electronic/Mechanical
i Etyn%iana Management

Uuli

ement ¢

ystem Integration

MOTL /A

o-mail: info@motia.coza CONSULTING ENGINEERS

www: motia.co.za
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HE FEBRUARY SERIES

of Committee meet-

ings of the AMEU Exe-

cutive was recently
held in Johannesburg and
amongst other things, the
date and venue of the
2014 Convention was
confirmed.

This will take place at
Gallager Estate, Midrand,
from 5th - 8th October and
the theme will be "Moving
towards Southem Africa's
Electricity Networks of the
Future". The invitation to
submit papers has been
issued. The following is a
summary of some of the
items that were debated in
the various sessions.

A representative of the
ESLC (Electricity Suppliers
Liason Committee ) made
a presentation on the
evolution of this Committee
and the work that it has
done over the years, most
of which ends up as a NRS
document. it was pointed
out that while these stand-
ards were essentially ‘re-
commendations’, in some
cases they are being incor-
porated into compulsory
requirements in various
documents,

Complications have
arisen conceming 'liability’
because of the require-
ments of new legislation

| g¥

EXCO

JOTTINGS

such as the Consumer Pro-
tection Act and the work of
the committee and a
more formal governance
structure is under consider-
ation.

There are ongoing
problems for municipalities
where Eskomn supplies po-
wer to users located geo-
graphically within a town's
licensed area of supply.

SALGA is in the pro-
cess of drafting a possible
‘framework agreement’ to
be entered into with Eskom
that will spell out amongst
other things - the procedur-
es to be followed when a
town wishes to take over
the responsibility of supply.

Discussion took place
on the new ‘companion’
Certificate of Compliance

now proposed by the ECB
as a means of providing
an audit trail for work done
by contractors for various
supply authorities and it
was agreed that it was up
to the ECB to market the
proposal.

The General Machin-
ery Regulations require up-
dating but the Dept. of
Labour is not able to start

this until the OSH Act has
been amended and this is
still work in progress.

In the interim all prob-
lems relating to these
should be refered to the
Dol for decisions.

It was noted that Dra-
kenstein municipality will
shortly complete a revision
of its by-laws and, once
complete, will make them
available to other munici-
palities, should they wish to
use them as a model to
be adapted for their own
needs.

The recent ruling by
the Public Protector on the
licbility of a supply authority
to meet the costs of con-
sumer equipment damag-
ed because of voltage
fluctuations following cop-
per theft, is being discuss-
ed in various forums and
by SALGA, because of the
far-reaching implications
for all municipalities.

it was noted that
legisiation changes have
altered the responsibility of
suppliers and that implicat-
ions of these need to be
propery understood and
catered for. SALGA will be
meeting with Cogta later in

the year to take this further.

Workshops on SABS
10280 (overhead power
lines) are being aranged
around the country to
ensure that local authorit-
ies are aware of the re-
quirements.

It was noted that new
construction regulations
have been promulgated
and that Deon Louw will
prepare a note to highlight
the changes that will affect
utilities.

A study by consultants on
the cost of supply and the
effects on tariffs, with parti-
cular reference to the dev-
elopment of 'green’ gene-
rators in the Nelson Man-
dela Bay area - was pres-
ented to the committee.

The work has special
relevance where there are
embedded generators in
a network and will be
available to assist other
municipalities, but will
need adaptation to suit
local conditions.

It was noted that NER-
SA has shelved the idea of
developing rationalised
tariffs throughout the coun-
fry for the present. Also, be-
cause of the number of
queries being received
from both re-sellers and
their customers, a meeting
is being aranged with aff-
ected parties to prepare f
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