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AMEU PRESIDENT SICELO XULU WRITES....

HE 64th CONVENTION of
the Association of Municipal
Electricity Utilities has come
and gone. This important gather-
ing which took place at Gallagher Estate
north of Johannesburg, was attended by a
high-powered government delegation, senior

representation from the Gauteng Provincial Go-

vernment, the Regulator, municipalities, organ-
ized business and law enforcement agencies.

It was opened by Deputy Minister of Co-
operative Governance and Traditional Affairs,
Mr. Andries Carl Nel who delivered a keynote
address on the first day of the conference.

The Convention gave all the stakeholders
in the electricity generation industry an opport-
unity to find solutions to challenges facing the
sector and to also explore opportunities of how
we can move the industry forward.

One of the highlights was a panel dis-
cussion on cable theft that included panellists
from utilities, organized business and law
enforcement agencies. The topic of discuss-
ion ‘Should cable theft be classified as econ-
omic sabotage” was very pertinent as the
economy is under siege due to the sharp
increase in incidents of cable theft.

The discussions and deliberations from
this discussion were enlightening and stimu-
lating and laid the foundation for a resolution
that the AMEU should redouble its efforts to
lobby the national government and the rele-
vant agencies to classify cable theft as an act
of treason. The panellists also resolved to
campaign further to ensure that municipalit-
ies are empowered to pass stricter by-laws on
cable theft.

The delegates to the Convention were
impressed with the range of stimulating pre-
sentations and NERSA's announcement of
new tariff plans for municipalities was wel-
comed. It was seen as a lifeline that will
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assist many cash-strapped munici-
palities.

Another salient feature of the
discussions was the future of elec-
tricity generation. Delegates agreed

smart technologies such as smart grids, and
smart meters are integral with the future of
electricity generation.

Overall, the Convention was a roaring
success and gave the delegates a prelude of
the upcoming Convention the AMEU's
centenary celebrations in Johannesburg
next year.

In accepting the Presidency I commit
to embarking on a multi-pronged approach
to drive the agenda of the AMEU and will
endeavour to fast-track transformation and
ensure more active participation of women
in our activities. In addition, I hope to re-
visit some of the key agreements that the
organization has signed with a number of
stakcholders and industry bodies to review
progress and speed up delivery on outstand-
ing deliverables.

In acknowledging the critical role that
the metros play in our industry, | hope to
use them as a foundation stone upon which
to build my AMEU agenda.

As municipalities derive approximate-
ly 40% of their revenue from electricity
sales and the collection of it is critical, the
AMEU needs to explore ways to provide
the smaller utilities with support to capacit-
ate them and help them ensure their via-
bility and long term sustainability.

As I am convinced that the adoption
of renewable energy sources will alleviate
the pressure on the grid and lessen the
carbon footprint of the nation, I will do my
best to encourage the adoption of alternat-
ive sources of energy as a national priority.

I look forward to working

with you all in the future,

Greetings, 5‘45{0 Hulu
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HE NEW EXECUTIVE

COUNCIL of the

AMEU held its first

meeting on Thurs-
day 9th October, the
day following the 64th
Convention, and dele-
gates were welcomed
by the newly inducted
President of the AMEU,
Mr. Sicelo Xulu.

After a short intro-
duction by individual
members of Council, the
meeting got down 1o bu-
siness and considered a
number of matters inc-
luding the following...

* The meeting noted
that the "smart phone”
AMEU app. which had
been launched at the
Convention will remain
available to the Associat-
ion and the membership
for a period of 3 years
thanks to the sponsorship
of Landis + Gyr. There-
after, the concept will be
re-evaluated to deter-
mine if it should be cont-
inued or changed in any
way.

* The General Secretary
reported on the financial
position and confirmed
that the preliminary fig-
ures indicate that the
recent Convention will

show a surplus of income

over expenditure and
that the general financial
position of the Associat-
ion is satisfactory

* A report on the ‘Gov-
emance workshop' that
had been held late in
2013, and various rec-
ommendations flowing
from it, was adopted
and will form the basis of
the Organisation and its
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related ongoing proce-
dures.

* The draft program of
meetings and events for
2015 was adopted as a
guide line and any
changes that may be

required through circum-

stances not currently
known, will be incormpor-
ated as and when
necessary.

* [t was noted that the
2015 Convention will be
held at the Sandton
Convention Centre from
4-7 October, 2015.

* The ongoing problem
of obtaining Service De-
livery Agreements betw-
een Municipalities and
Eskom, where Eskom
supplies customers geo-

graphically located in
the municipal areq, has
been taken a step furt-
her and a legal opinion
has been obtained
which will be used in the
next phase of the discus-
sions with Eskom and
various State Depart-
ments as necessary.

* Exco will encourage

Branches to resolve any
local issues affecting
members before esca-
lating them to a higher
level and all branches
will be encouraged to
submit short (say 1-page)
reports to Exco on their
year's activities.

* Also, a standard rate
will be set for Affiliate par-
ticipation - by way of
presentations and prod-
uct displays - at Branch
meetings instead of the
present somewhat ran-
dom arrangement that
is currently in use.




URBAN AND THE SURRO-
UNDING areas have not
escaped the seemingly
endless stream of migrants
moving into towns and cities
all over South Africa.

The strain on municipal

needed to expand the exist-

ing services is enormous.
Some idea of the size of

the projects involved can be

NETWORK NEWS

HE GREATER TZANEEN
Municipality's Electricity Util-
ity has recently taken an imp-
ortant step to ensure that its
network metering and protection
systems are operating correctly.
To this end, a specialist consul-
tant has been appointed on a three-

year contract with a primary focus
on these systems.

In addition, he will provide
training for young technicians and
electricians on the staff and gener-
ally assist with electrical-related
activities of the GTM and help to
keep the lights of Tzaneen burning
brightly.

Rob Allen, the consultant, is
already in the process of developing
a series of training courses to meet
the local needs and a typical one-day
program looks like this......

For

Program

1) Introduction

3) 3 @ Theory - Voltage/Current -
Vectors

demand
Single ph metering
Polyphase metering
CTsond VTs

5) 6TM Tariff

6)Testing and commissioning

Metering Training Workshop

Greater Tzaneen Municipality

2) Power and Energy - back to basics

Network ' /
Protection
Technologies

Star / Delta

4) Metering T'hcoﬁ - Blondels Theorem / 4
quadrant metering - energy and max

**Rob has some 45 years of industry experience having started as a pupil
engineer with the South Wales Transformer Company and has worked
throughout South Africa and various African countries.

y eThekwini Electricity area of sup-

infrastructure and the finance

eTHEKWINI
ELECTRIFICATION
NEWS

ply which shows that planning
and designs are in hand for well
in excess of 30 000 new con-
nections in Informal Settflements
and Transit Camps.
In addition, investigations

are under way for the network

! requirements needed fo cater

gleaned from a recent progress
report for electrification in the

for a further 125 000 additional
connections in other seftle-
menfs.

Tell your friends you read it... in the AMEU News A} ! E
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