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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT...

HIS IS MY FIRST OPPORTUNITY

to greet our readers in 2015 and,

although we are a quarter of the way

through the year already, I do this with
the sincere wish that you will enjoy good
health for the remainder of the year, and that
you will be successful in meeting the many
challenges that life will inevitable throw at
you along the way.

I am acutely aware that our industry
has many challenges and that the year has
started particularly badly, with Eskom's
acknowledgement of it's generation prob-
lems. I am as concerned as you all are at the
many difficulties that load shedding has
caused at an individual and national level,
but I ask that we move from the *blame
game’ to the ‘innovate game’.

Let us use this - however difficult it
may be in our own local situation - as an
opportunity to re-think our priorities, both
local and national, and re-visit how we do
things.

However well-intended many of the
changes of the last 20 years were, at local
and national levels, we are clearly reaping an
unpalatable harvest and need all our talents,
intellect, and resourcefulness to turn our
difficulties into winning projects.

We must not forget that the *wrong-
decision’ makers, at whose door many of
these and related problems can be laid,
have now had to seriously re-think their
priorities and, are more than ever before,

AMEU President Sicelo Xulu (right)

receiving his Certificate of “Fellow Member
of the SAIEE” from the Institute's Deputy
President, Andre Hoffmann, at the February
Council Meeting, following his recent upgrade
Sfrom ‘Senior Member’, which grade he has
enjoyed since joining the SAIEE in 2008.

open to constructive suggestions on the way
forward. Let us grab this opportunity with
both hands... and that is where our Associ-
ation will play an important role... Thanks
largely to the efforts of various members in
the last few years, we have access to policy-
makers at levels never before thought
possible. And with each passing week as the
true effects of load shedding begin to mani-
fest themselves, we can be sure that our
advice will be more actively sought and our
submissions given the serious consideration
that they deserve.

The AMEU has a significant role to
play. It has a long history, in fact, 100 years
of successful interventions, in all manner of
problems, that have confronted the industry,
and has brought order and stability into its
operations.

We have a proven track record of prob-
lem solving and a structure, organisation
and administration to support our activities
and [ implore you all to support and use it in
this time of need.

You can do this by taking an active
part in it's local and national affairs, attend
meetings, contribute to the discussions, as
they take place, whenever and wherever...

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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african cables

CBl-electric: african cables Established 1935

« Market leader in design, development and
manufacturing of electric power cables F u I I

y accredited
\ and |eading
| edum votage XLPE ) power cable
. sl Bunled Gonducor (ABC) | supplier
+ Overhead Split Concentric ‘

. ACSR . |
« High Voltage XLPE insulated cable ! 1l g

* Included in the manufactured range are:

+ Placing emphasis on technological
innovation and quality delivery

+ Committed to superior safety, occupational
health and environmental management
procedures

« Level 2 B-BBEE contributor

» Focused on achieving complete customer
satisfaction

CBl-electric: power installations

+ Specialists in the installation and maintenance
of high and medium voltage cables

« Only cable installation company in southern . }"‘"-,j & ol | me—=
Africa with ISO 9001 accreditation

POWER BY INNOVATION... INNOVATION THROUGH ISARTNERSHIPS

CBl-electric: african cables A member of the REUNERT Group

« Tel: +27 21 430 6000 - Cape Town: +27 21 928 1310 « Durban: +27 31 569 4705

PO Box 172, Vereeniging, 1930 * Steel Road, Peacehaven, Vereeniging, 1939, South Africa E E
« Fax: +27 16 423 6103 - africancables@cbi-electric.com + www.cbi-electric.com 5"35 =Lt



NETWORK

installed a SCADA/EMS/DMS

systemn for the monitoring and
control of the electiicity network.

It was supplied by Siemens
and installed with the assistance
of Sinesonics (Pty) Ltd.

Due to aging, the system has
experienced hardware failures
and became difficult to main-
tain due to the non-availability
of spares.

A SCADA Risk Mitigatfion (SRM)
project was initiated as part of
the solution to have a complete
functional system.

This was achieved by techni-
cally upgrading the old SCADA
Spectrum 3.2.5 to the new
Siemens Spectrum 3.10 system,
and to align it with the cumrrent
equipment and technology
development frend, so that it
would be fully operable, main-
tainable and supportable.

I N 1996, the City of Tshwane

Skills Development

With the implementation of
the new SCADA system CoTl
embarked on a skills develop-
ment drive.

HE JUNE 2014 issue of AMEU

News carried details of a camp-

aign that was being undertaken
in Tzaneen to, amongst other things,
encourage consumers to reduce their
consumption of electricity by 20 to
40%.

As an integral part of the camp-
aign, the municipality set about set-
ting an example to the residents by
converting some 2600 street and
high-mast lights to energy efficient
devices.

In so doing, it was able to reduce
the energy consumption and demand
by close to 50% below the then
existing figures.

Siemens Germany provided
the three week required training
to the maintenance team and
the operating team was also

January 2015 and the SCADA
team is curently busy getting all
the outstanding Primary Substat-
ions not yet on SCADA, active.

The main objective of this, frained after the system was Col has derived great advan-
was to empower the Col's oper- implemented. tages from the project in terms
ating and maintaining team fo of remote switching and control,
enable them to work on the up- Benefits system monitoring and time and
graded SCADA system and Final acceptance of the human resource savings amon-
maintain it. system was on the 21st of gst other benefits.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE Administration are already hard at of you there. Meanwhile, I wish you
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

...they happen, and, above all, think
‘out of the box’ and be prepared to
share new ideas at every opportunity.
With our next Convention bare-
ly 6 months away, our Council and

work to make this a memorable
event, and an appropriate commemo-
ration of our 100 year history of
positive interventions in the electri-
cal industry of our nation.

I look forward to seeing many

well and hope to meet you at one or
more of our gatherings, as I move
through my term of office.
Greetings! 2,“&‘
Steeto

PRESIDENT
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HE 277th MEETING OF THE
BRANCH took place on 27th
February 2015 at the head office

of WPI Power Solutions in the Sun-

derland Ridge industrial area of Cen-

turion and was attended by some 50

delegates.

After the formal welcome and
opening of the meeting the AMEU's

| Strategic Adviser, Peter Fowles, gave

the attendees a summary report on
recent developments and actions
flowing from the various Exco meet-
ings (see page 14 ).

One of the discussion points dur-
ing the presentation was the increas-
ing number of problems being exp-
erienced by utilities from the proli-

feration of private generators in use
as a result of the load shedding.

Most of these are not registered
with the utilities and the potential for
a really serious accident is growing
at an alarming rate.

The delegates were advised that
the AMEU ‘guideline’ booklet on
this subject is about to be re-issued
and circulated by EE Publishers and
the recommendations therein must
be adhered to by all who are plann-
ing to use such devices.

This was followed by several
technical presentations including
one by Alaric Pagel the MD of WPI
who gave an overview of the
company and the many services
which it now offers to the industry.

Prof Johan Rens of North West
University then talked about measur-
ing ‘beyond NRS-084" and showed
some very interesting results that
have flowed from his research into
the quality of supplies on various
networks. One particular observation
which will have an impact on distri-
bution transformers on-load tap-
changers as PV panels increase in
number and capacity, is the, as yet
unexplained sudden fall-off of the
power generated as a result of high-
level ionospheric disturbances.

Powertech System Integrators'
Johan van Royen gave an interesting
review of the software product
which their company has developed
to effectively manage the mobile
workforce of utilities, and how this
improves the service to customers.

Enrique Del Ponto of Ingeteam
spoke about Smart Grid solutions
with protection control and Stan Qiu
of Huawei Enterprise gave an over-
view of their company and the many
products and services offered.

It was a very useful meeting and
topped off by Hennie van Wyk win-
ning the ‘Choc-box’ draw and Endri-
que Del Ponto receiving a special
Birthday Cake presentation!
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ENERGY PROJELTS
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Leading the way into powering Africa with clear and efficient energy

<= Turnkey Technology and innovative solutions for MV/HV Substations
% Renewable energy projects

+ HV/MV protection and control systems integration
= Power networks maintenance support

Understanding of our costumers’ needs, combined with years of Engineering and
manufacturing experience sets us apart when complex solutions are required

Phone: +27 (0) 11 466 8355 Web: www.roshgott.co.za Fax: +27 (0) 11 466 8357 E-mail: info@roshqott.co.za






